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Interspill 2022 is 
the next event in the 
triennial series of 
international oil spill 
clean-up events and will 
be held in Amsterdam 
from 21 - 23 June 2022.

This will be one of the first face 
to face events for the oil spill 
industry as we recover from the 
pandemic, so we are doing all we 
can to ensure it is COVID safe and 
welcoming to exhibitors, conference 
delegates and visitors alike.

Hosted in Amsterdam at the RAI exhibition and 
convention centre the event has previously had a 
very successful event at this venue is 2015 and we 
expect to have a full conference and busy exhibition 
in 2022.

In line with the United Nation’s Sustainable 
Development Goals, the International Maritime 
Organisation (IMO) has developed its own strategy 
to achieve and deliver these goals, and in particular 
SDG 14 - Life below water.  Maritime transport 
contributes to global pollution, both in burning of 
fuel but in waste produced and subsidiary pollution 
through incidents at sea. 

Maritime transport plays and will continue to 
play an essential role in global and European 
trade and economy. In recent years, the maritime 
sector has taken significant measures to alleviate 
its environmental impacts.  Ahead of a projected 
increase in global shipping volumes, a sustainable 
future for maritime transport is essential to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

As a recent EMSA report revealed, 77 % of 
European external trade and 35 % of all trade by 
value between EU Member States moved by sea, 
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maritime transport is a key part of the international 
supply chain. Despite a drop in shipping activity in 
2020 due to the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the sector is expected to grow strongly over the 
coming decades, fuelled by rising demand for 
primary resources and container shipping.

Against this background, the European Maritime 
Transport Environment Report, shows that ships 
produce 13.5 % of all greenhouse gas emissions 
from transport in the EU, behind emissions from 
road transport (71 %) and aviation (14.4 %). Sulphur 
dioxide (SO2) emissions from ships calling in 
European ports amounted to approximately 1.63 
million tonnes in 2019.

There is therefore plenty for our conference to 
consider as Rob Cox the conference co-chair 
outlines in his Conference review on page 3

Interspill is about Preparedness, Prevention, 
Response and Restoration and no one part of 
the industry operates in isolation of academia, 
manufacturers, innovators and product developers. 
Innovation has been at the forefront of the 
development of our industry since the mid 1960s. 
As we are challenged to achieve the SDGs we 
must work closely in partnership to develop 
novel but practical solutions.  Interspill provides 
the opportunity for academia, industry, response 
organisations, shipping companies, ports and 
innovators to come together to see what in new and 
possible as we face the challenges ahead.

The event is in Amsterdam, a great seafaring 
city, with history around every corner but also 
with character developed over centuries. It is a 
modern multicultural European city with good 
hotels, restaurants and transport links to its own 
international airport at Schipol or to other European 
cities by train or plane.

Join us at Interspill 2022, to present a paper, exhibit, 
to attend the conference, or just to join and see what 
is happening in the industry today! 

I look forward to welcoming you there!

Welcome and 
Introduction 

Rob James, Chairman Interspill Ltd
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The concept of Interspill was launched over 20 years ago 
and was designed to address the changes taking place 
in the world of marine spills at that time. Innovation and 
development in shipping has seen a significant reduction in 
the number of spills. 

However, they still occur and in the last year or so we have 
seen some significant incidents; container losses in the Pacific, 
the loss of the MV Wakashio which impacted 35km of pristine 
coastal areas in Mauritius, the loss of the MV X-Press Pearl off 
Sri Lanka and the extensive spread of contamination from its 
1600 containers, the losses of oil from inland or coastal tanks 
impacting rivers and out into ocean waters at Norilisk, Russia; 
Baribas, Syria and the losses following Hurricane Ida in the 
Gulf of Mexico and on the East Coast of the USA amongst 
many more incidents

Climate change is causing more frequent extreme weather 
events which was recently highlighted by Hurricane Ida that 
hit the Southern states of the United States of America and 
from which the oil industry is still recovering many weeks 
later and has directly caused fuel spillages or leaks from 
infrastructure. An effect of climate change has seen the ice 
caps receding, prompting sea level rise which is increasing 
the risk of flooding for many millions around the world but 
is opening up new maritime routes including the North West 
and North East passages across the Arctic in less accessible 
waters and much colder waters where response techniques 
may be less effective than in warmer waters.

To slow climate change we will see a significant reduction 
in the use of fossil fuels. Consequently aged oil and gas 
infrastructure will continue in use without replacement 
increasing the risk of fuel spillages. 

At sea we are seeing increased automation, larger vessels and 
increasing shipping volumes using traditional and new routes. 
The combination of larger vessels and increased shipping 
volumes all mean that the likelihood of incidents is increasing.

Harm caused by pollution must be prevented and if this is not 
possible must be cleaned up quickly and thoroughly be it at 
sea or on land. As the shipping industry strives to innovate to 
reduce emissions, emerging fuel technologies will be a part of 
that. The response industry must work in step with innovators 
so as new fuel technology is deployed, response plans and 
equipment can be deployed to provide an effective response.

Interspill will be held over three floors of the Rai Centre, in 
Hall 10, with the exhibition of the ground floor which will 
also host Innovation, Training and Industry workshops and 
a networking area. The Mezzanine floor will be used for the 
Opening and Closing ceremony, some Industry Conference 
topics and for major product or innovation launches. The 
Interspill Conference will be held on the third floor in a fully 
automated venue with ample seating. Most conference topics 
will be held here but there will be a flow of topics across all 
three floors of the exhibition to encourage activity throughout 
the event.

Introducing
Interspill
2022 

Interspill 2022 will be held at the RAI Exhibition and Conference Centre in Amsterdam 
from 21-23 June 2022.   Interspill is expected to attract over 1,500 delegates, visitors and 
exhibitors from 70+ countries. 
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Industry, Government, National, International 
Authorities and Academia strive for excellence 
and continual improvement in spill preparedness 
and response in the context of unstable oil prices, 
an evolving energy mix with many emergent fuel 
technologies as regulators and manufacturers drive 
to reduce emissions. 

Vessels are increasing in size and becoming more automated in operation; 
the oceans are increasingly busy, but their health is declining and pollutants 
including debris and plastic threaten the diversity  and wildlife within and 
on which we rely. Oil production is increasingly focused on mature basins, 
often with ageing infrastructure which poses an oil spill risk, meanwhile 
corporate rationalisation has recently seen a lot of internal oil spill resource 
and corporate knowledge retire from corporations.

At the same time our most important resource, the people in our industry, are drawn from different cultures, religions and 
genders. When an incident occurs they are expected to work seamlessly together as part of a team to achieve success and safe 
partnership working. 

Against this backdrop, the Conference at Interspill 2022 will be a face-to-face forum to discuss these issues and showcase 
innovative solutions which will improve global readiness and demonstrate why spill preparedness remains highly relevant and 
adds true value to all who invest in it and use the oceans for commerce. 

Interspill Conference 
Themes and Call for 
Papers 

Conference Chairs  - Rob Cox and Rob James
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The conference will hear papers delivered by academics, industry practitioners, manufacturers and innovators along the 
following streams:

The Conference is nothing without 
quality speakers and we seek all who 
wish to share their knowledge. 

To this end we seek 250 word 
abstracts of papers to be submitted to 
Call4papers@interspill.org by  
31st October.

Authors are requested to indicate 
whether their paper is for the 
conference, for the poster exhibition, 
for the academic, science or innovation 
workshops or spill industry seminars. 

Authors will be notified of acceptance 
by 30 November 2021 and extended 
abstracts of 500-1000 words will be 
required for consideration by  
28 February 2022.

For those visiting, the Conference is an 
opportunity to expand your technical 
knowledge of the industry and to visit the 
exhibition to gain current knowledge of 
the market with a wide range of insights, 
best practice and new ways of working 
at the industry’s leading conference and 
expo.

In addition, Interspill 2022 will play host 
to a suite of events, other than the main 
conference and exhibition. 

These comprise short courses, industry 
seminars, science and innovation 
workshops with each one dedicated to 
offering you insights and solutions in the 
world of Spill Prevention, Preparedness, 
Response and Restoration.

The complete Call for Papers can be 
viewed at:
https://www.interspill.org/interspill-
conference/

Authors are requested to submit a 
short abstract, up to 250 words, to the 
Conference and Workshop Committee by 
email to  call4papers@interspill.org

• Offshore
• Sub Sea
• Dispersants
• Shipping Risks
• Inland Risks

• Plastic pollution and Marine Litter
• Non-Hydrocarbon incidents
• Crisis and Incident Management
• Outreach and Engagement
• Surveillance, Modelling and Visualisation
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We have all adjusted to new ways of 
working as we have had to meet, sell 
and communicate online over the last 
18 months. It has been a challenge we 
have all, in our own ways, overcome and 
it has had its benefits. Indeed certain 
skills we have learned will stay with us 
going forward and I am still doing Teams 
meetings for initial enquiries and sales 
meetings as they save unnecessary travel, 
force us to follow the meeting agenda and 
ensure we keep in touch. However whilst 
we have attended some virtual events – 
there is nothing quite like face-to-face!

The opportunity to meet others in the industry, catch up with 
old friends, see how past colleagues are doing, meet new 
people, see what competitors are up to, see new products 
and then just to have a chat that enables getting beyond the 
slightly false feeling of a virtual meeting! At the end of the day 
people buy from people and it is by meeting, talking, perhaps 
having dinner together that you get to know your customer 
and your customer gets to know you. Having worked for 
Vikoma for most of my working life some of our customers 
have become my friends and I even though I know them well 
chatting to them on Teams  or Zoom it is just not the same!

So, roll on Interspill.

It has been a challenging time during the last months dealing 
with the pandemic and we have kept our team safe and our 
factory open and producing equipment that we have been 
supplying around the globe. 

So what do we expect from Interspill 2022? 

I guess for all who attend as exhibitor, conference delegate or 
visitor it will be a new COVID safe world. This means we have 
to practice, face to face, what we have all been doing over the 
last months to keep our families and colleagues as safe as we 
can.

As a Director of Interspill and an exhibitor I am confident 
that iConex the event organiser and RAI the exhibition centre 
take COVID risk seriously and will have robust policies and 
procedures to ensure that everyone is able to attend safely and 
make the most of this important industry event and maximise 
the opportunity of it being a face to face event.

Interspill is the major European crossroads for our industry 
and Europe is one of the largest markets in the world. In the 
past Amsterdam has put on a great show, attendance has been 
high and business has been good. I have no reason to doubt 
that it will be so in 2022. I feel a pent up demand for meeting 
and doing business face to face!

If you are exhibiting at Interspill for the first time you should 
expect to meet an educated visitor. Most who attend will be 
working as a professional in the response industry or in an 
industry which has a concern about pollution so; oil companies, 
shipping companies, port or harbour authorities or is working 
in a national or pan European maritime agency, coastguard or 
government. 

What will be interesting at Interspill 2022 is that the industry, 
driven by the drive to net zero, is changing too and at a pace I 
did not expect. At the last Interspill, in London in 2018, Heavy 

The Interspill 
exhibition in 2022  

Paul Rayner, Sales Director, Vikoma
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Fuel Oil or Lighter Marine Diesel oil 
powered the world’s shipping. Yes, it still 
does in some areas but now Very Low 
Sulphur Fuel Oil (VLSFO) is mandatory in 
European waters and this is adopted in 
most coastal water in the US. 

Many ships now being delivered are dual 
fuel with Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) 
being used alongside VLFSO. We are 
now seeing hydrogen fuel cells powering 
some ferries and 
even electric battery 
powered short haul 
ferries where they 
can recharge whilst 
loading passengers 
and their vehicles. 
Vessels running 
generators in ports is now being stopped 
to lower harmful emissions around ports 
which has to be a good thing to protect 
local residents. It does not stop there as 
hydrogen is being pushed to replace LNG 
in time.

As a manufacturer of pollution 
prevention and oil spill clean-up 
equipment the pace of change keeps 
our design department on its toes. It 

takes time to think of a new piece of 
equipment, design it, develop and trial 
a prototype and then go into production 
once we have a product that we know 
our customer will want to use. That time, 
and the finance to invest in new products 
has to be found, certain that there will be 
a return on that investment. When the 
pace of change is so fast we are having 
to run fast to keep up!

Face to face events, like 
Interspill, help give a 
feel for the direction 
of travel and what 
products the industry 
is likely to need in 
the future. As any 
innovative company we 

talk with current and hopefully future 
customers as well as academia which 
helps and we are also close to the end 
user who can indicate what they think 
is going to happen. You do not however 
get many opportunities to talk to policy 
makers and end users at the same event 
and Interspill is one of those!

As a member of the Interspill Exhibition 
Committee I am pleased that for 

Interspill 2022 we are going to have 
sector themed days in the key areas of:  

Day 1 Shipping and Salvage 
Day 2 Ports and Harbours 
Day 3 Clean Oceans

The concept is that on these days 
Interspill and exhibitors will have the 
opportunity to invite  members of these 
specific industries to the show, to hear in 
the Industry Conference what that sector 
feels are its current problems and what it 
anticipates they will be in the near future 
and the solutions it seeks. The industry 
can present the solutions it can provide 
now but also discuss how it would solve 
the anticipated issues in partnership with 
the sector. 

I hope this initiative will help us to 
build new relationships, become closer 
to these sectors but also help us be 
instrumental in helping them meet the 
sustainable goals we all need to do to 
protect our planet.

Take this great opportunity and sign up 
for Interspill 2022 now and I look forward 
to seeing you threre.

“What will be interesting 
at Interspill 2022 is that the 
industry, driven by the drive 
to net zero, is changing too 
and at a pace I did 
not expect.”
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In September 2015, the UN adopted the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, with the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) at its core. The UN provided a 
catalyst for industries to look at themselves and establish 
a strategy to meet these goals as relevant to that industry.  
We are now at the stage where progress is being reported 
frequently to keep the importance of these goals ar the 
forefront of people minds.  In shipping we have seen IMO 
produce its own strategic plan for 2018-2023 ‘… This will be 
accomplished by adopting the highest practicable standards 
of maritime safety and security, efficiency of navigation and 
prevention and control of pollution from ships…’. Agencies, 
like EMSA have published their own strategy to play its part in 
achieving the goals. 

If we do not maintain focus the goals will not be achieved. 
Against this background, the European Maritime Transport 
Environment Report, shows that ships produce 13.5% of all 
greenhouse gas emissions from transport in the EU, behind 
emissions from road transport (71%) and aviation (14.4%). 
These figures must focus our minds!

What is encouraging is that many steps are being taken to 
address some of these issues and there are now plenty of 
NGOs who are pushing to increase the rate change including 
shareholders of oil companies! Change is now a constant in 
our industry.

Whilst oil companies are evolving to become energy 
companies, much is happening in the key sectors in which the 
response community works: Shipping and Port and Harbours. 
Additionally, response companies are more frequently 
attending incidents involved marine 
debris and plastic pollution arriving 
unannounced on our shores. 

Nature programmes have shown us 
the harm this debris does to wildlife in 
open waters and we often see the harm 
done when it arrives on our shore. 
Speedy recovery and correct waste 
disposal is essential to protect marine life from further harm. 
So our third sector themed day will be Clean Oceans.

The format of the days will be as follows:

The Exhibition Conference and some topics in the main 
conference will adopt the daily theme.

The Conference will start with a keynote speech from a sector 
leader presenting the main issues that sector faces in the short 
and medium term and what they seek from industry to help 
them address these issues.

The exhibitors then respond presenting solutions and ideas 
with an open discussion forming the last session of the day 
which will look to the future.

The programme would be:

1030 – 1050  Sector VIP arrival, welcome and tour  
 of exhibition
1100 - 1130 Sector VIP sets out the challenges their   
 industry has over the next 5-10 years
1130 – 1145  Questions and short discussion
1145 – 1215  Industry response 1
1215 – 1245 Industry response 2
1245 – 1345  Lunch
1345 – 1415 Industry response 3
1415 – 1450 Open forum and discussion
1450 – 1500 Closing comments

The Exhibition will draw manufacturers, innovators, technology 
and consultancies from across the globe. They ensure the 
response, shipping, oil and gas industries, globally, are able to 
meet the requirements of preventing pollution and damage to 
our oceans, marine and inland environments.

The Exhibitors will be running presentations, industry and 
innovation seminars and training during the event.

Interspill focuses on the potential issues to be 
raised from any future oil spills, and supports the 
networking that the industry depends on to deal 
with spill events. The central location in Europe 
attracts international experts and leaders from 
the spill industry to exhibit, discuss key topics 
and debate issues around. Spill Prevention, 
Preparedness, Response and Restoration.

The exhibition floor plan is now available and may be viewed 
opposite.

Exhibition space sales are the responsibility of the organiser 
iConex and  you may make an enquiry to:  
Roger Mabbott -  iCONEX Event Director, Interspill 2022  
M:- +44 7793 649643 E: rm@iconexgulf.com 

Industry  
Conference and 
Sector Themed 
Day’s

NEW FOR 2022! The launch of the Industry 
Conference at Interspill, to 
partner with the established 
Technical Conference provides 
opportunities for the spill 
industry to show how it is 
innovating and developing to 
address new challenges, not only 
in connection with the SDG’s but 
into new and related areas of 
marine protection. 

“The Conference will start 
with a keynote speech 
from a sector leader 
presenting the main issues 
that sector faces in the 
short and medium term.”

8



2021 saw organisation and management of 
the established Interspill Conference and 
Exhibition move to ICONEX WLL. The first 
event will be the 2022 edition to be held at RAI 
Centre in Amsterdam over 21-23 June 2022.

iCONEX also organises the Recso Envirospill event, due to be 
held next year in October in Bahrain.

iCONEX is an international specialist in organizing conferences, 
events, seminars, workshops and training programs. iCONEX is 
a catalyst organization pursuing business objectives towards 
promotion and facilitation of tools, technologies for resilient 
and sustainable future. We create platforms for promoting 
awareness, policy advocacy, business 
development by connecting stakeholders 
and communities from different sectors like 
health, safety, environment, energy, technology 
etc. all contributing towards sustainable 
development of the society. With a highly 
experienced team with cumulative experience 

of many years, iCONEX creates platforms for thought leaders, 
& industry stakeholders to network & inspire each other with 
new & innovative ideas springing to business excellence & 
sustainability. With a global presence in difference regions 
across the world from the Middle East, Asia Pacific, Europe & 
USA, iCONEX is exclusively dedicated to promote a paradigm 
shift for sustainable future, technology intervention and 
connecting stakeholders from different industries since 2013.
 
iCONEX crafts engaging mega platforms for those stakeholders 
of the world economies  who require a compelling voice in 
communicating to a global audience. As a source of ideas and 
experiences the aim is to inspire generations and contribute 
to a sense of global community with content that captivates 
and enthralls world leaders to educate as well as share their 
knowledge, experiences and best practices.

 
The iCONEX team is looking forward to 
successfully delivering not only the 2022 
edition of Interspill, but to future editions.

Visit us at www.iconex.in
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difference regions across 
the world from the Middle 
East, Asia Pacific, Europe & 
USA, iCONEX is exclusively 
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a paradigm shift for 
sustainable future.”

A new partner for 
Interspill   

Roger Mabbott - iConex



The Spill Response Group 
Holland (SRGH) is delighted 
to welcome you to Interspill 
2022 in Amsterdam, our 
capital city of which all Dutch 
people are proud. Its broad 
canals criss-cross a city 
famous for its world class art, 
tolerance and happy cyclists.

The Spill Response Group Holland 
represents a selection of private 
companies, governmental, research, 
and academic organizations active in 
the maritime sector with a focus on spill 
prevention, preparedness, response 
and control for all aspects of marine, 
inland waters and coastal pollution 
control worldwide. In recent years Spill 
Response Group Holland members have 
proven their skills across the globe 
and have become international leaders 
in their fields of expertise. Members 
include manufacturers of spill response 
equipment and materials, spill response 
organizations, oil disposal contractors, 
consultancy companies, R&D institutes, 
training providers, salvage companies, 
contractors and shipbuilding companies.

Amsterdam is a maritime centre 
and built upon the stronger nautical 
heritage that all Dutch people have. 

Amsterdam with its Golden Age canals lined by tiled gabled buildings are the backdrop 
for Amsterdam’s treasure-packed museums that represent our strong connection to the 
sea and to trading. 

Amsterdam is full of hidden gems. You can’t walk a kilometre without bumping into a 
masterpiece in the city. The Van Gogh Museum hangs the world’s largest collection 
by tortured native son Vincent. A few blocks away, Vermeers, Rembrandts and other 
Golden Age treasures fill the glorious Rijksmuseum. The Museum het Rembrandthuis 
offers more of Rembrandt via his etching-packed studio, while the Stedelijk Museum 
counts Matisses and Mondrians among its modern stock. And for blockbuster displays, 
the Hermitage Amsterdam delivers: the outpost of Russia’s State Hermitage Museum 
sifts through its three-million-piece home trove to mount mega exhibitions

At its heart Amsterdam is today a maritime city, the intersection of many of our nations 
canals, a close connection to the Port of Rotterdam and remains one of the trading 
capitals of Europe.

When you come to Interspill – arrive early or leave late  - but ensure you allow time 
to enjoy and make it ‘gezellig’ a Dutch quality that translates roughly as ‘convivial’ or 
‘cosy’. It’s more easily experienced than defined. There’s a sense of time stopping, an 
intimacy of the here-and-now that leaves your troubles behind, at least until tomorrow. 
The easiest place to encounter this feeling is a bruin café (brown cafe; traditional 
drinking establishment). Named for their wood panelling and walls once stained by 
smoke, brown cafes have ‘gezelligheid’ (cosiness) on tap, along with good beer. You can 
also feel ‘gezellig’ lingering after dinner in snug restaurants while the candles burn low.

The RAI Amsterdam Exhibition and Conference Centre runs over 500 events each year  
from international conference, trade fairs, smaller presentation and meeting that sees 
around 1.5million people pass through its doors each year. The fully air-conditioned RAI 
complex is the main exhibition and congress centre in the Netherlands. Total exhibition 
area covers 87,000 m2 with 11 multifunctional halls available for exhibitions, trade fairs, 
cultural or sport events. The Congress Centre comprises 22 congress and conference 
rooms with capacity up to 1750 persons. 

As you would expect RAI is very well connected being in the south of Amsterdam 
business quarter in the immediate vicinity of the World Trade Center. The train 
from Amsterdam airport takes about ten minutes to reach Amsterdam RAI station, 
also public transport stops in front of the RAI. There are many hotels suitable for 
business travellers nearby. The centre features parking for approximately 4600 cars 
and in immediate vicinity there is a parking place for another 7500 vehicles and also for 
coaches. 

Amsterdam is here to welcome you. SRGH and its members are keen to assist you 
however we can to make your visit and Interspill 2022 a success for you personally and 
professionally and above all to make it “gezellig”.

Edwin Stolk

The venue and 
Amsterdam  

Edwin Stolk - SRGH
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GREAT NETWORKING!

PICK UP ON  
INDUSTRY TRENDS

SEE THE LATEST 
INNOVATIONS!

LEARN FROM THE BEST IN THE
INDUSTRY AT THE CONFERENCE

MEET
FACE TO FACE

UPDATE TRAINING 
AND EARN  

CPD POINTS!

MET OVERSEAS 
PARTNERS AND 
COLLEAGUES!

MEET UP WITH FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES!

WHAT TO EXPECT

SOME COMMENTS FROM PAST DELEGATES


