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Preparedness is vital 

Training/Planning 
happens for 

•  Spill response 
•  Shoreline clean-up 
•  Contingency 

planning 
•  Environmental 

advice 



 
 But we have not pre-prepared and 

exercised for major (or even minor) 
marine environmental monitoring 

programmes! 



Why Do Post Incident Monitoring? 

•  Human health and safety. 
•  Understanding what the impact to the 

environment is (including the long-term!). 
•  Understand impact on commercial 

resources. 
•  Effective use of technology and resource. 
•  Input to compensation issues. 
•  Effectiveness of response and clean up. 
•  Learn for the future. 



 
Develop procedures and practices to 

ensure a fast, pre-considered and 
efficient response to impact 
assessment and monitoring. 

 



Improvement through 

• Guidelines 
• Structure 
• Preparedness 
• Best practice 
• Co-ordination 



Guidelines 



What needs to be included 
•  Recommended survey design 



What needs to be included 

•  Recommended survey design 
•  Analytical Techniques 



What needs to be included 

•  Recommended survey design 
•  Analytical Techniques 
•  Ecological survey approaches 



What needs to be included 
•  Sampling and storage 

– Water 
– Sediments 
– Biota 

•  QA/QC 











Network 



It’s no good having guidelines 
without anyone primed to use 

them! 
 •  Scientific/analytical services 

•  Sampling services 
•  Transport and storage 
•  Modelling services 
•  Local knowledge/advice 











UK Standing Environment Groups 



Co-ordination, management 
and communication 

•  Integration with plans (e.g. NCP, OPEPs 
etc.) 

•  Exercises 
•  Supplementary guidance 
•  Integration with Environment Groups 
•  Links with wider industry, NGO and other 

response organisations. 
•  A hub for debate and development. 
•  Annual Conference? 



The Premiam Conference 
4th July 2012, SOAS, London 

 •  NOAA – DWH 
•  Guidelines 
•  Science 
•  Planning and 

co-ordination 
•  Regulation and 

compensation 
•  Environmental 

& commercial 
sensitivities 

http://www.coastms.co.uk/conferences/459  



The Benefits 

•  Prompt response  
•  The right (including cost-effective) 

response 
•  Fully integrated and co-ordinated 

response 
•  Public reassurance 
•  Full stakeholder integration 



www.cefas.defra.gov.uk/premiam 


