
Is Spill Response More About Luck 
and Timing than Preparedness? 

Dr Sharon Burton 



©	
  

The Idea for this paper 
- Rena, 2011 

Source:	
  CEDRE	
  

Source:	
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  Zealand	
  



©	
  

“It was a lucky escape, but no-one can 
be lucky every time”  European Space Agency 

Source:	
  Versatel	
  

Petrobras	
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  2001	
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The Birth of the Oil Spill Response 
Industry ? Torrey Canyon, 1967 

Source:	
  CEDRE	
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Lessons Learnt – 
 Amoco Cadiz, 1978 

Source:	
  CEDRE	
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Better Prepared 
 – Amazzone, 1988 

Source:	
  CEDRE	
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Unprepared but Very Lucky 
- Argo Merchant, 1976 

Source:	
  Timeline.com	
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Lucky Again – 
 Hawaiian Patriot, 1977 

Source:	
  David	
  Yamada,	
  Honolulu	
  AdverEser	
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Prepared & Lucky 
- Maritrans barge Ocean 225, 1993 

Source:	
  Peter	
  Clark	
  

Source:	
  NOAA	
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Nature Helps Out 
- B-14 well Bravo Platform, 1977 

Source:	
  Versatel	
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Nature Cleans Up 
- Braer, 1993 

Source:	
  ITOPF	
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Hindered by Nature 
-Erika, 1999 

Source:	
  ITOPF	
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Successful Wildlife Response 
- Treasure, 2000 

Source:	
  ITOPF	
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Successful Wildlife Response 
- Treasure, 2000 

Source:	
  IBRRC	
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Successful Wildlife Response 
- Treasure, 2000 

Source:	
  The	
  Penguin	
  Lady	
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Wildlife Rescue 
- Jessica, 2001 

Source:	
  CEDRE	
  

Source:	
  Charles	
  Darwin	
  FoundaEon	
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Using Volunteers 
- Nakhodka, 1997 

Source:	
  Yokosojapan	
  

Source:	
  ERC.PREF.FUKUI.JP	
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Volunteers on a smaller scale 
- Pacific Adventurer, 2009 

Source:	
  ABC	
  news	
  &	
  Brisbane	
  Times	
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Cross-border Co-operation? 
- Vistabella, 1991 
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International Co-operation 
- Macondo, MC 252, 2010 

Source:	
  USCG	
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Conclusion 

Good	
  Timing	
  and	
  Good	
  Luck	
  Help	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  BUT	
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Nothing Beats Being Prepared 

Source:	
  cnbc.com	
  

Source:	
  aramcoexpats	
   Source:	
  cy.wa.gov	
  

Source:	
  izismile.com	
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Source:	
  Silver	
  bear	
  cafe	
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Thank you for listening. 

 Any Questions? 


