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The Convention on the Protection of the 
Black Sea Against pollution, 1992 

 
This ‘Bucharest Convention’ and its ‘Emergency Protocol’ 
provide the legal framework for actions concerning regional 
co-operation in combating marine pollution incidents. 

‘Black Sea 
Commission’ 
Inter-governmental body for 
promoting implementation of 
Bucharest Convention, its 
Protocols and the Strategic 
Action Plan 



1.  Establish an inter-state ministerial mechanism to enable 
a quick response to major pollution events. 

2.  Adopt and enforce relevant international legal 
instruments for safety navigation, pollution prevention, 
limitation of liability and compensation. 

3.  Provide adequate port reception facilities for ship-
generated wastes according to MARPOL 73/78, Annex 
I, IV, V.  

4.  Establish a harmonised fee/cost recovery system on 
ship-generated waste. 

5.  Develop  systems  for the identification of illegal  
pollution sources  from vessels and off-shore 
installations. 

6.  Develop/establish a harmonised enforcement system in 
cases of illegal discharges from vessels and off-shore 
installations, including technical means and fines. 

Strategic Action Plan (revised 2009) 



Emergency Protocol 

Article 2: 
The Contracting Parties shall endeavour to maintain and promote, 
either individually or through bilateral or multilateral cooperation, 
contingency plans for combating pollution of the sea by oil and other 
harmful substances. These shall include, in particular, equipment, 
vessels, aircraft and manpower prepared for operations in emergency 
situations. 

Black Sea Contingency Plan (BSCP) 
•  Sets out regional cooperation mechanism and procedures 
•  Fully operational following three major exercises (Turkey 2007, 

Romania 2009 and Georgia 2011) 
•  BSCP is coordinated within the framework of the Commission’s 

Advisory Group on the Environmental Safety Aspects of Shipping 
(AG ESAS). 

 
 
 



AG ESAS provides operational assistance for 
combating pollution from oil or chemical spills  

•  Capacity building (training, exercises)  
•  Data collection (no. of ships calling at ports, passing the Istanbul Strait, 

PRF, reported oil spills, dumping volumes, ballast waters) 
•  Legal documents. Regular maintenance and update of the operational 

information for the implementation of the BSCP 
1.  Directory of competent national authorities, contact points, emergency 

response centres, national on-scene commanders and other relevant 
addresses; 

2.  Maps showing possible sources of pollution, environmental sensitive 
areas, environmental sensitive indices, priorities for protection; 

3.  Operational procedures: alarm, notification, communication system; 
4.  Directory of response personnel and inventory of response equipment, 

products and other means which each party might offer as assistance 
in case of the activation of the Plan.  

 



Regional 
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Black Sea Oil Spill Exercises 

GSP Orion 

Aktea 

•  Embeds cooperation procedures amongst all 
stakeholders (government and industry) 

•  Biennial major (DELTA) exercises ensure 
regional-scale oil spill preparedness. 
–  SULH 2007, hosted by Turkey.  
–  RO-DELTA 2009, hosted by Romania 
–  GEODELTA 2011, hosted by Georgia 
–  (RODELTA and GEODELTA supported by MONINFO 

Project with EMSA vessel participation in both ) 

•  National Plans provide the policy and 
organizational framework, using BSCP 
procedures 



MONINFO Project (two Phases) 
EU co-funded, Total Budget:  € 2.36 M 
Three Work Packages in MONINFO I (Jan 09 to Aug 11) 
•  WP1. Information System development      
•  WP2. Monitoring System development 
•  WP3. Capacity Building 

Five Work Packages in MONINFO II (Jan 10 to Dec 11) 
Complementary to MONINFO 1 

 Oriented to the establishment of real operational tools to support 
institutions responsible for monitoring, counteraction and mitigation 
activities in case of oil spills 

•  WP 1. RDIP Database and Info platform and Expert System/MONINFO 
System on oil pollution mitigation and counteraction activities 

•  WP 2. Application of a Web based model for oil pollution forecasting 
•  WP 3. Regional Black Sea AIS data server 
•  WP 4. Remote sensing monitoring of oil pollution  
•  WP 5. Capacity building and sustainability 
 





Oil drift model of the STW from Baltic 
has been adapted to the Black Sea 
(BSTW) and users have been trained  

07.08.2010 : 21-00 

Trajectory of the spot center 

 

 Monitoring System 
Spills modeling   

-Black SeaTrackWeb 
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MyOcean database  
helped BSTW 

One of the biggest in recent years, oil spills 
occurred in the Ukrainian Black Sea. Oil spilled 
on the beaches of Odessa and Ilyichevsk 
(http://klumba.ua/club/post-8376/).  
 

MyOcean Black Sea MFC has provided 
currents to the Black Sea Track Web 
system, the downstream service of oil 
spill drift forecast at the Black Sea 
Commission. Backtracking tool has 
confirmed that the pollution was done by 
Russian tanker “Orion A” and Cyprus 
"Baltic Chief 1”. Leak occurred at a time 
when oil was pumped from one vessel to 
another  Direct oil tracking shows the 
scale of the beach pollution. 

26-31.05.2011 



Oil Spill Monitoring 
(Satellite based) 

•  CleanSeaNet (CSN) from EMSA 

–  Successfully launched in the Black Sea area since August 2010, 
providing service to Bulgaria-Georgia-Romania-Turkey; 

–  The limited access to CleanSeaNet services to countries of the 
Black Sea region (Russia and Ukraine as well) demonstrating the 
added value of satellite based oil spill monitoring systems; 

•  BlackSeaSatNet (ITU+ScanEX) 

–  Tested-> February-March 2011  
(all BS countries received the reports) 



Geoportal  

“Космоснимки-
Черное море” 

 
 
 
The Russian capacity under SCANEX- and the Turkish capacity by Istanbul 
Technical University, Center for Satellite Communications and Remote Sensing 
(ITU CSCRS) are available.  
Both institutions are involved in the Project by their capacity and expertise in 
satellite surveillance, in build a composite map of areas of heavy oil pollution (based 
on archive data) and to provide a similar service as CSN (complementing it in  
the BS region). 

• Geoportal 

“Cosmophotos – Black Sea 

Demonstration site       
http://new.test.kosmosnimki.ru/Default.aspx  

Log in – scanex, password – scanex  

SCANEX & ITU CSCRS 



OIL SPILL REPORT 
SATELLITE BASED 



OIL SPILL REPORT 
SATELLITE BASED 

used in GEODELTA 2011 



•  Ad-hoc AG on AIS data exchange (or Expert Working 
Group on AIS) established by BSC. Three AIS EWG 
meetings were held  

•  Technical specifications has been finalized 

•  Draft MoU on Regional Black Sea AIS has been prepared 
and finalized waiting for countries decision 

 

        

Regional Black Sea AIS 
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Oil Spill Records 
•  Historical records of oil spills in 

the Black Sea has been 
prepared and are stored in the 
MONINFO system  

 
•  A comprehensive report on the 

Kerch accident (11.11.2007) is 
prepared by a team of experts 
from Russia and Ukraine. 



Oil Spill Document Repository 



MONINFO GIS 
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Links to relevant information 



Lessons learned 

•  Highly challenging socio-economic environment 

•  Financing required for the development of oil spill risk 
management in the Black Sea 

•  Better linkage and interaction with MSFD 

•  Identify new pollution threats and risks  --à 

•  Raise public awareness of maritime issues  and risks, 
demonstrated under MONINFO Project and DELTA exercises 



CONCLUSIONS 

Ø  The EU-funded MONINFO project has contributed 
significantly to the setting up of a region wide oil pollution 
monitoring system. 

Ø Developed a prototype information system & substantial 
assistance in setting up regional AIS. 

Ø Provided pilot projects demonstrating tools, that can 
improve cooperation and sharing of data ( e.g. satellite 
monitoring). 

Ø  The EU-funded MONINFO Project will be of great benefit 
in the Black Sea for future oil spill preparedness. 



CONCLUSIONS 

Ø  The littoral States of the Black Sea are expected to further 
invest in the development of regional cooperation in case of 
oil pollution under the framework of the Bucharest Convention 
and its Emergency Protocol 

 
Ø  Whilst prevention of oil pollution is the priority under BS SAP, 

the development of oil spill preparedness has involved a 
broad stakeholder group, including the oil and shipping 
industries – fully consistent with the OPRC Convention. 

 
Ø  However further work and additional financial resources are 

needed for the full and effective set up and operation of the 
Black Sea Oil Spill Monitoring System (the MONINFO 
System). 



 Thank you 

  
 

    

 

Bulgaria Georgia Romania Russian  
Federation 

Turkey Ukraine 

www.blacksea-commission.org 


