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In our Latin American Ports it is a common factor the lack of response on spills.
Nevertheless Panama is one of the best prepared. We started with the oil spill
response capability via a contract between the Panama Port Authority and a
private company who replaces the former response unit from a department in
the Port Authority. The actual responsibility of the Authority is to assure that the
company does their work efficiently and to supervise and regulate the aspects
related to any kind of pollution that can be produced due to accidents in the port
area.

In the Panamanian case the company which has the response responsibility,
was required to invest in the necessary equipment in a time span of two years,
that was 11 years ago, and to increase the capabilities to react in case of spills
different than hydrocarbons. Actually the oleaginous oils are considered toxic
spills as well.

These capabilities are also in different kinds of chemicals and within the
MARPOL convention, in the reception facilities for all the annexes.

Differently from the oils, chemicals do not have a routine of actions. There are
many ways to proceed in accordance with the chemical that has being spilt and
some times, in accordance with the matrix or material where the chemical spilt.
There are some recent cases that deserve to be mentioned:

On July 8, at 2:00 am in the port city of Puerto Cortés, an irritating cloud
emerges from the port area in a dedicated area for hazmats at the container
yard. Sometime after the clouds dispersed over the vicinity residential areas,
thousands of neighbors residents awoke with breathing problems, a pungent
sulfurous smell were perceived. Some people realized that was a toxic gas and
protected themselves with moist clothes in an attempt to filter the air. Some
pass out because of the gases or because they hysteria created. Thousands
must be evacuated and the streets suddenly jammed with persons and cars
running away, the hospitals became flooded with instant patients. Five
neighborhoods were affected with the toxic clouds. Fortunately there were no

fatal victims.















normal in Panama, the personnel had to be shifted every 30 minutes to
have a break and cool themselves.

4. Once the process finished, the personnel and tools was decontaminated

by extra personnel who has only the clean up function.

5. The product was then transported to the incinerator and burned in two

stages. First one at 800 °C and the second one at around 1,150 °C

6. The ashes were confined in concrete coffins in order to be buried at a

proper site.

7. Afinal disposition certificate was issue to the original carrier of the acid.
This was a heavy event because the Chloropivaloyl Chloride is not an easy
product. It was a tough way to get started. Even with all the mistakes that were
made, the principal issue was a lesson learned and the preparedness for
another event was several time fold increased.

Today there is another company specialized in all the annexes of MARPOL and
OPC have an Environmental Management Department with a constant training
in Hazmat and other environmental issues. Heavy links where made with GPL
Laboratories.

Some other minor events occurred at the ports in Panama, some others events
in everyplace of Central America like a cyanide spill when the chemical was
transported to a gold mine in Guatemala. Today the specialty have to be
broadened to cover not only the ports but all the transport chain and also the

handling and disposition of industrial by products.
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